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pox. All the nests, feeding utensils, and drinking fountains must be removed and carefully cleaned and disinfected. The old litter should be removed, the floor disinfected, and clean litter substituted. Medicine and ventilation will not prevent the healthy birds from being infected if virus is allowed to remain in the house. A careful examination of the flock should be made each day and any other birds that show signs of the disease removed. It requires a long time to bring this disease under control. Egg production is greatly decreased and the general health of the flock is at low ebb.
FOWL CHOLERA
This is one of the most fatal diseases of chickens. It moves very rapidly and it is not uncommon to hear of twenty-five birds dying in a single day or night. An outbreak of fowl cholera may occur in flocks which are in prime condition and laying heavily. Turkeys and geese also suffer from it and the losses are heavy, especially in a flock being fattened for market. It is natural to blame sudden deaths of this nature to spoiled feeds, the drinking of water with a green scum on it, or poisoning with malicious intent.
Cause
The cause of fowl cholera is a specific germ which is often present in the bodies of apparently healthy birds. In this respect it resembles the germ causing hemorrhagic septicemia of cattle, sheep, and hogs. When for some reason the vitality of the flock is lowered, the germ picks up in virulence or strength and is able to produce disease. Cholera is more frequent in the autumn and early winter when birds are being fed heavily for egg production or fattened for market. Large flocks of marketable geese and ducks held for shipment at assembly points appear very susceptible and many die when conditions are favorable for the germs to gain a foothold. ' An over-fat condition, crowding into close quarters, and